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REHEARSAL. 


1, The heavy Charge againft the Déffesters, And why they will not Axjwer. 

2, It is not my Charge. But my Indifpenfible Duty to Warn them of it. 

3. Kprah Objecied Pride againft Aaron, and the Holime/s of the People. 

_ But the true Rea/on was, his Afpiring to the Prieffhood. The Parallel! exa& 


with the Cafe of the Diffenters. 


Of the Cal of God, and of the People. 
6. The Call of God to the Priefthood is Outward and Vifible. | 
7. This made Evident in Chri/t. And Compar’d with the Ce? of the Diffen- 


ters. 
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(1.) Country-man, OU are thought 
too Severe AZajier, 
. in your Inferences 
upon the Diffenters leaving our Communion, 
as if ic were not only throwing themfelves 
out of the Church, but even forfakiag Chriff 
Himfelf. This is thought Carrying the 
Matter too far. If you had made it a 
Crime, a MODERATE Crime, it had been 
Tolerable and they might have faid fomthing 
to you. But now I am told they will not 
Anfwer you a Word. 

Rehearfal. Then it is becaufe they have 
not a Word to Anfwer. For is the Great- 
nefs of the Charge a Reafon why a Man 
ought not to Clear himfelf? I thought Men 
woud think themfelves more Concern’d to 
Anfwer an Heavy Charge than a Slight one. 
And no Doubt they wou’d, if they thought 
they were able to do it, or their Caufe 
coud bear it. 


(2.) But, alafs, why do they Call ic my 
Charge upon them? I Charge nothing upon 
them. I only lay before them that Cenfure 
which God has Pronounc’d upon their Siz. 
I can neither make it more nor Lefs. And 
I fhou’d not deal Faithfully by them if I 
either Added or Subjiraéied one Tittle of 
what God has Threan’d. It woud be De- 
ceiving them to their own Deffruétion 5 And 
their Blood. wou’d be Requir’d at my hand. 
Wherefore (as St. Paul faid, Ait. xx. 26, 
27.) 1 take you to Record this day, that I am 
Pure from the Blood of all men; for I have 
not fhunned to Declare unto yon, all the Counfel 
of God. Wheredy the Apofile do’s Imply, 
that he had not been Pure from their Blood, 
if he had kept back any of the Counfel of 
God, and not Declar’d it 44 and wholly 
unto them. 


(3-) Now I befeech the Diffenters, as 
they wou’d avoid the fierce Anger of the 





Lord, to book upon their own Sim gn the 
Example given of it in Korab, and which 
St. Jude fays is an Example to thofe who 
Separat themfelves in the Cbrifian Church. 
The Difpute of Korah with Aaron wa 
fonal, he laid Pride and Ambitiox 
Charge of Aaron and his Sons, as if they 
had Engrofs’d the Priefthoed to themfelves. 
And the Popular Argument againit them was, 
That they were no Helier than other Men. 
That all the Congregation was Holy, every 
one of them; this catch’d the Popxlace, 
they were Glad to hear of this, and to 
fee Themfelves Exalted! They then began to 
think (as fome among us) That they had 
no need of the Miniftration of Aaron or his 
Sons, but coud AGniffer unto Themfelves, 
feeing they were all Holy, and why then 
fhou’d they not be accepted of God, as well 
as by the Mediation of Aaron or his Sons, 
who were no Setter than Themfelves ? Read 
Num. xvi 3. And they gathered themfelves 
together again{t Mofes and againft Aaron, [aye 
ing, ye take too mutch upon you, feeing all the 
Congregation are Holy every one of them, and 
the Lord is among them, Wherefore then life 
you up your felves avove the Congregation of 
the Lord? 


(4.) Thefe were their Pretexces. But 
the trpe Reafon was, That cthefe Ambi- 
tious and Mutinous Presbyrers had a Mind 
to the High-Priefthood. They wou’d have 
been all Bijhops. This was the Bottom of 
their Defign, hid Under all cheir Pretences 
to Holine/s, And thus Afojes detected them, 
ver. 3, 9, 10. And Mofes faid unto Korah, 
hear I pray you, ye Sons of Levi, feemeth 
it but a {mall thing unto you, that the God 
of Ifrael hath feparated you from the Congre- 
gation of Irael, to bring you near to Himfelf- 
to do the Service of the Tabernacle of the Lord, 
and to ftand before the Congregation, to Mini- 
fier unto them, And He hath brought thee 











































































































Lar to Him, and all thy Brethren the Sons of 
enevi with thee? And feek ye the Priefthood 
alfo? 

Now let the Diffenters fee if there be one 
Circumftance of Difference betwixt their 
Cafe and that Of Korah?~And theit Pre- 
tences are the very fame, even at~this Day, 
they have not departed from the very 
Words of Korah, for do they not fay to their 
Bifhops, Ye take too rauch upon you? And do 
they not give the fame Reafon, the Holine/s 
of the People, who are GOD’s Heritage, and 
that the Bifhgps do lift up themfelves and 
Lord it over the Heritage of Chriff? Are 
not thefe their very Words? And the fame 
Pretences and Words of Korah againft Aaron? 
And have they not made it Apparent, 
that their Defign was the fame with that 
of Korak, to feize upon the Preiffhood for 
themfelves; And have they not Lorded it 
over the People with ten-fold the igor 
that ever was fhew'd by the B:fhops? The 
little Finger of Presbytery was thicker than 
the Loins of Epifcopacy! How then can they 
Avoid Applying to themfelves the Anfwer 
of Mofes to Korab, ver, 11. For which Canfe 
(that is, is for his feeking the Priefthood) 
both Thou and all thy Company are gathered 
together againft the Lord. And what 1s Aaron 
that ye murmur againft him? 


(5.) Country-m. And may not we fay the 
fame to our Korabites at this Day ? What 
are the Bifhops that ye murmur againft 
them? You are gathered together againft 
the Lord; that is, againft what He has Jn- 
ftituted and Ordained. For the matter was 
not what Aaron was, or what Korah was, 
as to their Perfonal Qualifications; er which 
of them was moft fic for the Prie/thood ? 
But which of them God had Appointed ! 
Which of them was Called of God to this 
Office? | 

"Rehearf. Aud how Called? Not by the 
Call of the People (the Phrafe ftill us’d by 
the Presbyterians) for Korah had that Call: 
Nor by the inward Call of their own /m- 
pulfes and Conceit of their own Holinefs, 
for this Kerah and our Diffenters plead, 
That they are all Holy every one of them, 
they are the People of the Lord, and the 
Areritage of Chrift! But the Queftion was 
which of them was outwardly Ordain’d by 
fuch as had Power from God to Ordain 
them ? Aaron and his Sons were Confecrated 
by AZofes, who had fpecial Command from 
God fo to do. And Korah woud Thruft 
himfelf into this by the Voice of the People 
and hisand their Holinefs! For was not the 
Lord among them? Moft Affuredly! And 
they were the Peculiar People out of all the 


Earth. : 
(6.) Country-m. And as St. Jude argu’d 





St. Paul us’d the fame Argument 
done as to the Calling of oo a hang 
plies it to the Culling of Chrift. Thay 
muft be an eurward Calling, and Vifible be 
fore the Eyes of Men. For thus fays 
{peaking of the Prie/thood,’ Heb. y, 4 A; 
n0 Man taketh this Honour unto bimfelf nt 
he that is Called of God, as was Aiten : 
alfo, Chrift glorify’d not Himfelf to be made ba 
HighsPrieft, but He that faid unto Hity Thon 
art my Sonm——Thow art a Prieft for ever, 


&e. 


(7.) Rebearf. And it was not only fid 
fo before of Him in the Scriptures, but after. 
wards was Proclaim?d Publickly by afoice from 
Heaven, in prefence of all the Feople at His 
Saptifm. And itis obfervable, That He dig 
not enter upon the Execution of His Prief. 
hood, till after this publick Norification py 
the Mouth of God Himfelt. For it is {aig 
Matth. iv. 17. From that time Fefus began tg 
Preach. ” 

Conutryem. And it He who had fo long 
before been Declar’d a Prieft for ever, and 
in whom dwelt the whole Fislne/s of the 
Godhead bodily, if He coud not take this 
Honoxy unto Himfelf, nor Enter upon the 
Execution of His Prieftheod, without an on. 
ward and vifible Call trom God, what is that 
thing we call a Call at this day from the 
People? Can their Call, or their Conceit of 
any Man’s Sufficiency enable him to take 
this Honour unto himfelf? Is this the Call 
of Aaron or of Chrift? No: But itis of 
Korab and our Differters who fet up upon 
their Gifts! 
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Acrifice the Divine Service, from the Co~ 
venant of Grace, to the Coufummation ot 
the Myftery of Man’s Redemption. “By 7. 
Scandret, Prieft of the Church of» Erglana: 
To which is prefix’d a Letter co the Author, 
from the Reverend Mr. Charles Lefue , Cham- 
cellor of the Cathedral of Conrov, inthe King- 
dom of Jreland. 38 
The ReafonablencfS-of a Toleration /énquir dinto 
purely on Church Principles in fevera! Letters. 
He Wolf Stript of his Shepherds Cloathing 
in anfwer to a late Celebrated Book intituid 
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againft the Separatifts in his Days, and 
Prov’d them Guilty of the Gainfaying of: 
Korab, fo, as you have told me _ betore, 
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Moderation a Vertue. 
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